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crisis, a symptom; it is central, and its importance finds expression
in the fact that it is also the central element of the Nazi doctrine.
Nazism, with its diabolical instinct for the unarticulated
emotions and reactions of the collective subconsciousness, has met
the human need for personification by making the Jew the
representation of the evil in man. It has thus satisfied the human
need for a visible figure of evil. This has not merely made the Jew
the scapegoat for all the failures and misfortunes of present and
past; it has not merely been a cheap, easy, and effective diversion;
it has also produced overtones from quite other strings. Why
should such a diversion be effective if not through the deep need
for discovering an embodiment for evil, and why should this
particular embodiment work if there were not special conditions
that favoured it? The substitutes for religion in enlightened
atheism demand not only a "mortal god" but also an earthly,
mortal spirit of evil.
It would not be difficult to trace one root of mass anti-Semitism
in Germany back to the many years of successful creation of a
myth of evil for the masses in the form of the capitalist. The
hatred that was stirred up by popular Socialism as a political
force was based on the same need which Nazism and its disciples
now seek to satisfy by means of hatred of the Jews. The function
of anti-Semitism in the political system and the mass propaganda
of Nazism is perfectly plain. The Jew is substituted for the
bourgeois, just as the race-conscious nationalist has taken the place
of the class-conscious proletarian. Both political systems demand
the raising of a conflict of interest into the absoluteness of a myth.
Both need a correlate for their centre of salvation in the visible
form of a spirit of evil. But that is only one side of anti-Semitism.
Its success as a substitute for Marxist Socialism shows that the
system of thought of the popular Marxism was in reality a sort of
omen pointing to Nihilism, and that anti-Semitism corresponds
better than the class-war myth to an instinct present in the
subconsciousness. Beneath the pedagogical purpose, the training
in amorality; beneath the motive of political propaganda, re-
volutionary excitement and diversion; and beneath the biological,
racial element, lies the true root of anti-Semitism in the peoples*
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